
 
 

1 

 

SIKKI M STATE LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORITY  

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER  

 

 

VOL. NO. 16 ISSUE NO. 2                                                           APRIL - JUNE, 2023  

 

 

 

Mega Legal Awareness and Outreach Programme on NALSA (Legal Services to the 
Victims of Drug Abuse and Eradication of Drug Menace) Scheme, 2015 an d NALSA 
(Victims of Trafficking and Commercial Sexual Exploitation) Scheme, 2015  on 22nd April, 
2023 at Jorethang Community Hall, Namchi District  

 

 

 

Compiled by  

SIKKI M STATE LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORITY  

 



 
 

2 

MEETING OF SIKKIM STATE LEGAL SERVICES 
AUTHORITY  

 

 
A meeting of the Sikkim State Legal Services Authority was held on 6 th  

April, 2023 in the Conference Hall of Sikkim SLSA, Gangtok.  

 

The meeting was attended by Honõble Mr. Justice Biswanath Somadder, 

Chief Justice, High Court of Sikkim & Patron -in -Chief, Sikkim SLSA and 

chaired by Honõble Mrs. Justice Meenakshi Madan Rai, Judge, High Court of 

Sikkim and Executive Chairperson, Sikkim SLSA.  

 

The following Ex -Officio Members of the State Authority were present:  

 

1.  Mr. V.B. Pathak, Chief Secretary -cum -Cabinet Secretary/Secretary, 
Finance Department, Government of Sikkim.  
 

2.  Mr. Ravi ndra Telang, Additional Chief Secretary, Education Department, 
Government of Sikkim.  

 
3.  Mr. A.K. Singh, Director General of Police, Sikkim Police.  

 

4.  Mr. D. Ananda, Commissioner -cum -Secretary, Rural Development 
Department, Government of Sikkim.  

 

5.  Mr. Rinzing Chewang Bhutia, Secretary, Department of Personnel, 
Government of Sikkim.  

 
6.  Mr. Suraj Chettri, Legal Remembrancer -cum -Secretary, Law Department, 

Government of Sikkim.  

 
7.  Mrs. Deepa Rani Thapa, Secretary, Food & Civil Supplies Department, 

Government of  Sikkim.  
 

8.  Mr. A.B. Karki, Secretary, Social Justice & Welfare Department, 

Government of Sikkim.  
 

9.  Mr. Praveen Kumar Pradhan, Principal Chief Engineer -cum -Secretary, 

Buildings & Housing Department, Government of Sikkim.  
 

10.  Mr. Dorjee Dadul, Principal Chief Eng ineer -cum -Secretary, Roads & 
Bridges, Department, Government of Sikkim.  

 

11.  Mrs. Tashi Cho Cho, Secretary (Confidential), Government of Sikkim on 
behalf of Additional Chief Secretary, Home Department, Government of 

Sikkim.  
 

12.  Mr. Tekendra Rai, Principal Directo r, Health & Family Welfare 

Department on behalf of Secretary, Health & Family Welfare Department, 
Government of Sikkim.  
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The following Agenda Items were taken up during the meeting:  
 

 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 1  - Confirmation of the resolutions undertaken 

during the meeting of the State Authority held 
on 6 th  December, 2019 and action taken by 
this Authority.  

 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 2  - Review of the activities of the Sikkim SLSA 

since COVID -19 Pandemic w.e.f. March, 2020 
till March, 2023.  

 

AGENDA ITEM  NO. 3  - Any other item(s).  
 

 
 

 

  
Meeting of the Sikkim State Legal Services Authority held on 6 th  April, 2023 in the                             

Conference Hall of Sikkim SLSA, Gangtok  

 
 
 

MEETING WITH THE PSYCHIATRISTS  
 
 

A meeting chaired by Honõble Mrs. Justice Meenakshi Madan Rai, Judge, 

High Court of Sikkim and Executive Chairperson, Sikkim SLSA was held with 

the Psychiatrists and Clinical Psychologists of the State on 18 th  April, 2023 to 

initiate discussions on mental health issues and adopt measures to address 

the alarming rate of suicides in Sikkim.  

 

 

The meeting was attended by the following Officers from the Health and 

Family Welfare Department: - 

 

1.  Dr. C.L. Pradhan, Cons ultant, Department of Psychiatry, New STNM 

Hospital, Sochakgang.  
 

2.  Dr. Bibushan Dahal (MD), Psychiatrist, Department of Psychiatry, New 
STNM Hospital, Sochakgang.  

 

3.  Dr. Geeta Gurung, Psychiatrist, Department of Psychiatry, New STNM 
Hospital, Sochakgang.  
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4.  Dr.  Shetal Chettri, Specialist, District Hospital Singtam.  

 
5.  Ms. Archana Chettri, Clinical Psychologist, Department of Psychiatry, 

New STNM Hospital, Sochakgang.  
 

6.  Ms. Sonam Tongden Lepcha, Clinical Psychologist, Department of 

Psychiatry, New STNM Hospital, Soc hakgang.  
 

  
Meeting with the Psychiatrists and Clinical Psychologists of the State on 18 th  April, 2023  in the                      

Conference Hall of Sikkim SLSA, Gangtok  

 
 

MEGA LEGAL AWARENESS AND OUTREACH 

PROGRAMME AT JORETHANG  
 

The Sikkim State Legal Services Authority under the aegis of National 

Legal Services Authority and in coordination with District Legal Services 

Authority, South organized a òMega Legal Awareness and Outreach 

Programmeó on 22nd  April, 2023 at Community Hall, Jorethang, Namc hi 

District on  NALSA (Legal Services to the Victims of Drug Abuse and 

Eradication of Drug Menace) Scheme, 2015  and NALSA (Victims of 

Trafficking and Commercial Sexual Exploitation) Scheme, 2015 . 

 

The programme  had the presence of Honõble Mr. Justice Biswanath 

Somadder, Chief Justice, High Court of Sikkim and Patron -in -Chief, Sikkim 

SLSA as the Chief Guest and Honõble Mrs. Justice Meenakshi Madan Rai, 

Judge, High Court of Sikkim and Executive Chairperson, Sikkim  SLSA as 

the Guest of Honour. Also present were learned Judicial Officers, officers of 

district administration, Panel Advocates, teachers and students of 

Government Senior Secondary School and St. Francisco School, Jorethang, 

Para-Legal Volunteers, NGOs: K arma Sudhar Sang, Drugs Safai Abhiyan 

and Sai Samiti, Panchayats and the residents of Jorethang and the 

neighbouring areas.  

 



 
 

5 

After the inaugural session, Resource Persons addressed the gathering. 

Superintendent of Police from Anti -Human Trafficking Unit de liberated on 

human trafficking and the Senior Psychiatrist from District Hospital 

Gyalshing sensitized the participants on the impact of drugs and alcohol on 

mental health.  

 

Stalls were set up by the Education Department, Food and Civil Supplies 

Department  and Women & Child Development Department. The officers 

manning the stalls disseminated information on various schemes of the 

departments. A Legal Aid Clinic was also set up which was manned by the 

Panel Advocates and Para -Legal Volunteers of Sikkim SLSA a nd on the spot 

assistance was given to the public for availing the various schemes of the 

Government. Additionally, free legal aid and advice was rendered. A health 

camp was also set up and free medical check -up was rendered by the 

doctors and staff of Dis trict Hospital Namchi and prescribed medicines were 

distributed free of cost.  

The programme had the participation of 597 people.  

 

  

  

òMega Legal Awareness and Outreach Programmeó on 22nd  April, 2023 at  
Community Hall, Jorethang, Namchi  District  
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INAUGURATION OF THE OFFICE OF LEGAL AID 

DEFENSE COUNSEL AT NAMCHI  

 

The office of the Legal Aid Defense Counsel located at the Alternative 

Dispute Resolution Centre in the premises of District and Sessions Court, 

Namchi was inaugurated by Honõble Mr. Justice Biswanath Somadder, Chief 

Justice, High Court of Sikkim and Patron -in -Chief, Sikkim SLSA in the august 

presence of Honõble Mrs. Justice Meenakshi Madan Rai, Judge, High Court of 

Sikkim and Executive Chairperson, Sikkim SLSA on 22 nd  April, 2023 . 

 

The Legal Aid Defense Counsel Scheme, 2022 was launched by National 

Legal Services Authority and under this Scheme, Legal Aid Counsel will be 

providing free and competent legal services in criminal matters to persons 

eligible as prescribed by Section 12  of the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987.  

 

As per the Scheme, a Chief Legal Aid Defense Counsel along with two 

Deputy Chief Legal Aid Defense Counsel and two Assistant Legal Aid Defense 

Counsel have been appointed and they will be taking up criminal ca ses in the 

Courts under the jurisdiction of Namchi District.  

 

  

Inauguration of the office of Legal Aid Defense Counsel at Namchi  on 22nd April, 2023  
 

 

MEGA LEGAL AWARENESS AND OUTREACH 

PROGRAMME AT NAMCHI  
 

The Sikkim State Legal Services Authority under the aegis of National Legal 

Services Authority and in coordination with District Legal Services Authority, 

South organized a òMega Legal Awareness and Outreach Programme ó on 23rd  

April, 2023 at Kissan Market, Namchi on NALSA (Child Friendly Legal 
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Services to Children and their Protection) Scheme, 2015, NALSA (Legal 

Services to Senior Citizens) Scheme, 2016  and NALSA (Protection and 

Enforcement of Tribal Rights) Scheme, 2015 . 

 

The programme  had the presence of Honõble Mr. Justice Biswanath 

Somadder, Chief Justice, High Court of Sikkim and Patron -in -Chief, Sikkim 

SLSA as the Chief Guest and Honõble Mrs. Justice Meenakshi Madan Rai, 

Judge, High Court of Sikkim and Executive Chairperson, Sikkim  SLSA as the 

Guest of Honour. Also present were learned Judicial Officers, officers from 

district administration, Namchi district, Women and Child Development 

Department, NGOs: Sai Samiti and Kul Prasad, Retired Officers/Officials, 

members of Taxi Driver A ssociation, Bhutia, Lepcha and Tamang Association, 

Bazaar Business Community, members of Motor Cycle Club, Hawkers 

Association, Panel Advocates and Bar Members, Para -Legal Volunteers, 

teachers and students of Namchi Senior Secondary School, Namchi New 

Secondary School and Namchi Girls Senior Secondary School, caretakers and 

children from Mayalyang Children Home and Manjusha Short Stay Home and 

residents of Namchi and neighbouring areas.  

 

After the inaugural session, Resource Persons addressed the gathering.   

Additional Secretary, Social Welfare Department deliberated on the welfare 

schemes made available by the Government for the people from tribal 

community. The President, Sikkim Senior Citizens Foundation informed the 

gathering on the provisions of Mainten ance and Welfare of Parents and Senior 

Citizens Act, 2007 and rights of senior citizens. Additional Secretary -cum -

Director, Child Protection Scheme, Women and Child Development Department 

disseminated about the rights and schemes of children and the Missio n 

Vatsalya Scheme.  

 

 Stalls were set up by the Education Department, Food and Civil Supplies 

Department and Women & Child Development Department. The officers 

manning the stalls disseminated information on various schemes of the 

departments. A Legal Aid Cl inic was also set up which was manned by the 

Panel Advocates and Para -Legal Volunteers of Sikkim SLSA and on the spot 

assistance was given to the public for availing the various schemes of the 

Government. Additionally, free legal aid and advice was rendere d. A health 

camp was also set up and free medical check -up was rendered by the doctors 

and staff of District Hospital Namchi and prescribed medicines were 

distributed free of cost.  
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The programme had the participation of 720 people.  
 

  

  

òMega Legal Awareness and Outreach Programmeó on 23rd  April, 2023 at Kissan Market, Namchi  

 

 
 

VISIT OF THE OLD AGE HOME AT NAMCHI  

 

Honõble Mrs. Justice Meenakshi Madan Rai, Judge, High Court of Sikkim 

and Executive Chairperson, Sikkim SLSA inspected the Old Age Home at 

Namchi on 23 rd  April 2023 where destitute senior citizens are lodged. The 

Home comprises of dormitories, recreational room, library, kitchen etc. Her 

Ladyship was pleased to note that the Old Age Home was very well designed 

keeping into account the need of space and lig ht and urged that proper 

maintenance should be continued.  

  

Visit of the Old Age Home at Namchi on 23 rd  April 2023  


